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Arnold Motor Supply
Chris & Sheri Baker
Christians Sheet Metal
Community Bank
Community Insurance
Consumers Lumber of Spencer
Custom Cut Gutters

Tiger PA Sponsors 2024

WAYS TO GIVE
•   Send your email address to foundation@spencerschools.org

•  Visit our website: www.spencerschoolfoundation.com

•  Give via PayPal: www.spencerschoolfoundation.com/give

•  Cash, check, or PayPal  

•   Create a named fund  through the Foundation at a designated level.

•  Make a gift to the Foundation general endowment fund.

•  Make a planned gift through a will or other instrument that will provide long-term 
assistance while not affecting your current spendable income, such as retirement 
planned shares, to create a legacy that will live forever and touch the lives of many. 

• 	 Donate	stock	certificates,	securities	or	grain.

•  Follow us: www.facebook.com/SpencerSchoolFoundation

Scan with your smartphone  
or tablet to give via PayPal

SCAN THIS CODE

23 East 7th Street
Box 200   ·   Spencer, IA 51301

Drs.Boyd & Sailer Dental Associates
Farmers Trust and Savings Bank
Graham Tire Company
H & N Chevrolet Buick
Hy-Line North America, LLC
Premier Communications
Midwest Land Management

Northwest Bank 
Northwest Bank Wealth Management
NWIA Anesthesia Associates
Schmidt Pediatric Dentistry
State Bank
The Prime Rib
The Squire Shoppe
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IN MEMORY OF 
RUTH ANN WHITTENBURG & TY THAYER
Two scholarship donors passed away this year, Ruth Ann Whittenburg and Ty 
Thayer. The Foundation is grateful for the many years that both the Whittenburgs 
and Thayers invested in the lives of Spencer High School seniors through their 
scholarships: the Charles T. & Ruth Ann Whittenburg Scholarship, the Thayer 
Family Scholarship, and the Ty & Kit Thayer Advanced Studies Scholarship. 
Ruth Ann Whittenburg and Ty Thayer will be missed. The Foundation is grateful 
for their dedication and long-term commitment in assisting students to pursue a 
post-secondary degree. They leave a large legacy of generosity and caring.

Ruth Ann 
Whittenburg

OF DONATIONS 
GO DIRECTLY TO

BENEFIT STUDENTS   

100% 
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2024-2025 GIFT TO EDUCATION

Jones Dairy Farm field trip, Zoomobile, and KinderMusic for Pre-K students
Sanford Museum, KinderMusic, and movie experience and coordinating 
books for Kinderkids
Launchpad Museum in Sioux City for all kindergarten students
Opera experience for all 1st grade students
Tiger Training YMCA experience for all 2nd grade students 
Northwestern College theatre experience and movie for 3rd grade students
Tickets for Des Moines Science Museum for all 4th grade students
One Book, One School book and experience for grades 6, 7, 8
Team building games for all 7th graders for during their Tiger Time weekly
Activity tickets for all high school students for 2024-2025

Ty Thayer

PAT & CHUCK SCHMIDT GIFT TO EDUCATION 
Chuck and Pat Schmidt are making a difference through special class 
experiences for all grades in Spencer Community Schools.  For several 
years they have been Spencer residents, business professionals and 
generous community philanthropists.

FOUNDATION RECEIVES MEMORIAL GIFTS
This year the Foundation received several memorial gifts remembering individuals who had connections 
to Spencer Community Schools and the community.  Monies were received in memory of Chuck Baker, Del 
Brockshus, John W. Campbell, Thomas Conley, Patrick Morris Conway, the Ellis Family, Michael Fischer, 
Brian Fisher, Kenneth & Jean Gates, Joseph E Green, Joseph & Pat Graff, Virginia Hall, Julie Hanson, Jim 
Hanthorne, Tory Hart, Don Heiter, Harold Kierscht, Kyle Lachner, Jeff Mahrt, Mark Mann, Betty McSwain, 
James Thomas Mengelsen, Jerry Merchant, Claudia Nichols, Dale E. Norton, Vertalie Otis , Jasen Petersen, 
LaVonne Peterson, Thomas C. Preston, Scott Rettey, Ronda Rice Roskins, Mark Schmid, Dolores Schmidt, 
Jeannie Seeley, Alice & David Wagner, and Elli Wiemers. The Foundation appreciates the gifts and has 
chosen projects that will honor the individuals’ memories. The Foundation additionally received a flood gift 
in honor of Amy Thompson.

“THEIR FUTURE IS OUR FUTURE” “THEIR FUTURE 

   IS OUR FUTURE”



Mark Schmid, the Foundation Board President from 2020 – 2023, passed away in March 2023.  Mark was 
a proud 1968 graduate of Spencer High School and a graduate of Iowa State University. He had a passion 
for farming and volunteering. He faithfully served on the Board of Directors and was Vice-president for 
six years before becoming President in 2020.  Mark was passionate about education and farming and 
besides volunteering on the Foundation Board and he served in several other community organizations.  In 
2024, to continue his dream for the enrichment of all students in the Spencer schools, the Mark Schmid 
Memorial Speaker Fund has been established in his memory to bring quality speakers into Spencer for the 
enhancement of Spencer students’ educational experience.

MARK SCHMID MEMORIAL SPEAKER FUND
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Tim & Kathy Beachem
Phyllis M. Begunck
Bethany Lutheran Church
Steve & Marti Bomgaars
Pat Briese
Mike & Jackie Bryan
Bill & Karen Bumgarner
Campbell, Higgins & Mummert, PC
CMBA Architects
Brad Carlson
The Cartridge Connection
Sandra Champion
Glen J. Chenhall
David & Jane Christ
Tim & Susan Christensen
Jackie & Wesley Christensen
Christians Sheet Metal
SHS Class of 1965
Clay County Bar Association
Climate & Culture Committee
Mary Clingan
Adam & Jennifer Coates
Community State Bank
Community Insurance
Lorraine Conley
Patrick & Kristy Connor
Neal & Kitty Conover
Consumers Lumber of Spencer
John & Carole Lea Cotton
Cotton-Grave Farm Mgmt, LLC
Cory & Susan Coulander
Crown Clinics LLC
Clark & Kathy Cunningham
Custom Cut Gutter
Paul & Candace Daniels
Spencer Daybreakers Kiwanis
Phil & Peg Deffer
Tammy Delaney
Barry & Jody DeLoss
Demco
Denison Drywall Contracting & Supply, Inc.
Dennis & Sara DeWitt

Dave & Anita Donaldson
Eyecare Centre
Samuel Butler, O.D.
Farmers Trust & Savings Bank
Bruce & Jennifer Feldmann
Drs.Boyd & Sailer Dental Associates
Tim and Mary Frank
Drs. Geyer & Binzer, PC
Anne Graff
Graham Tire/ Heartland Tire Service
Lance & Linda Grave
H & N Chevrolet Buick
Peggy Halverson
Susan & Dennis Harman
Denny & Nancy Harmon
Doug & Sandy Hart
Jeff & Mindy Heiter
Jeff & Shelly Helmink
Kenneth & Cheryl Hessenius
Jim & Tammy Higgins
Tom & Katie Howe
Ken & Karen Hunziker
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Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
Dean & Marla Jacobsen
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JCL Solutions/Spencer Office Supply
Jeff Heiter Trucking
Judy Johnson
Ryan & Anne Johnson
Johnston Autostores
Dr. Brad & Sheryl Jones
Linda J Jones
Kabrick Auto, LLC
Kari’s Fine Clothing for Women
Herb & Arla Kintigh
Russell & Cheri Klemme
Becky & Gary Koenig
Wayne & Diana Koppen
Mark & Kathy Lawson
Le Blue House Foundation
Steve & Shari Lensing
Grant & DeLinda Leu
Glen & Ann Lohman

Jim & Jennifer Lorenzen
Fae & Mark Lykke
Judy Mahrt
Joan Maley
Sondra Mangold
Roger & Jackie Mann
Michelle Merchant
Julianne Merryman
Midwest Land Management & Real Estate, Inc.
Midwestern Mechanical, Inc
Molly & David Miller
Dick & Mary Jean Montgomery
Don & Sylvia Moore
Mr. B’s Flooring
Joe & Karen Mueting
Corrine Muske
MWI Components
Nancy Naeve
Nelson Jewelry
Frank & Sylvia Nelson
Sandi Nielsen
Barb Nielsen
Northwest Bank & Northwest Bank Wealth Mgmt
Mike Ohnesorge
Old Iron Co
Bill Orrison`
Jeff & Cindy Pearson
Lisa Peters & Jim Hattori
Melanie Petersen
LaVonne Peterson
Angela & Jeffrey Peterson
Dr. Bill & Sally Phelps
David & Sharyl Potratz
Rod Potratz/Stonebridge Financial 
Advisors
Premier Communications
Dennis & Kae Price
Rabel Construction
Loren & Denise Reit
Tom & Kae Roti
Bryan Daniel Ruff
Paul & Sheila Salton
Becky Schmid
Chuck & Pat Schmidt
Schmidt Pediatric Dentistry
Dr. Brea & Nate Schmidt

Schmidt Pediatric Dentistry
Don & Sylvia Schoer
Spencer Golf & Country Club Ladies League
Lauri Shafer
Clay County Auditor
Stephanie Shively
Jim & Nancy Sieh
Wes and Amy Simpson
Scott & Alison Simpson
Daniel & Karen Skelton
Dave & Gay Spark
Spencer Fine Arts Boosters
Spencer HyNoon Kiwanis
Spencer Prime Rib, Inc
Spencer Police Association
Spencer Tailtwisters
Spencer YMCA
Squire Shoppe
Stanley Family Chiropractic, PC
State Bank
Mary & Steve Steele
Joe & Nicole Steele
Tim & Sherri Steffen
Marilyn Stevenson
Jackie & Tom Switzer
Kit Thayer
Troy & Kim Upah
Paul & Deona Vande Berg
Vander Haag’s, Inc
Dale and Rochelle Waggoner
Dennis Wagner & Barbara Lockwood
Laura & Tom Wakefield
Larry & Georgia Wegner
Cheryl Westlund
Charley & Nancy Whittenburg
Bob & Heather Whittenburg
Nancy Whittenburg & Gary Nelsen
Jay A. Wiegman
Sybil Norton Wiegman
Martha E Wikert
Rick & Barb Wilkerson
Williams & Company, P.C.
Merlyn & Sonna Winther
Brandon & Cassie Zimmerman

Spencer Community School Foundation 2023-24 Annual Giving Donors 

THANK YOU to our many donors as well as those who chose to give anonymously.

SCHOLARSHIPS OVER $135,000 to SHS STUDENTS
This year, the Foundation awarded 79 deserving seniors on Sunday, March 17, at the Clay County Region-
al Events Center. This is all due to the generous benefactors as well as annual contributions from those 
choosing to make a difference for students, the school, and our community. 

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS ESTABLISHED
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SPEAKERS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS
Iowa History Field Trip for all 4th grade students

Robotics for High School technical classes

Over $15,000 for five nationally recognized speakers for various ages

Academic experiences for students

Summer Enrichment program for grades K-5

Low Ropes Course

SUPPORTING CLASSROOM RECOVERY FUND
In June of this year, Spencer suffered a devastating flood that affected 83% of the homes 
and businesses. The damage has been extensive, but the spirits of the citizens are strong. 
Many lost their homes and/or businesses and most of their possessions.

Spencer Community Schools suffered extensive damage to Lincoln Elementary School and 
the lower levels of Johnson Elementary School. The classrooms in Lincoln were destroyed 
and the teachers and students have relocated to other buildings throughout the district 
while Lincoln School is being repaired.

So many donors locally and from across the nation have contributed to restore some of 
what has been lost. A feeling of “we can do this” pervades the town as people seek to 
rebuild and replace what was lost. The Spencer Community Foundation is committed to 
raising funds this year to restore what the school district has lost.

A list of generous donors has been provided to date. The Spencer Community School 
Foundation would like to thank and acknowledge the big hearts and strong support to the 
Classroom Flood Recovery Fund. Only a few photos have been featured to show the wide 
range of generosity as we move forward. Funds raised ranged from a child’s lemonade 
stand to corporate gifts, individuals, businesses, foundations, churches, employee team 
giving programs and events, personal stock gifts, out of town teams and booster clubs, 
alumni classes to a variety of non-profit organizations, all stepping up to the plate to 
assist in an effort to get classrooms, teachers and our schools back up and running.

To all of you who have donated, we are deeply grateful. If you would like to donate to 
assist the school district as it rebuilds, you may do so through Paypal or personal check; 
100% of all donations go directly to support students and teachers. Donations are never 
used for administrative purposes. We hope you will continue to support Spencer schools.

Craig & Lyn Alberty
Nancy Alderton
Carla Anderson
Arts on Grand
Baker, Linda M.
Marcia Beaton
Emily Beehler
Phyllis M. Begunck
Katelyn McDermott Bierl
Mark & Beth Bloomquist
Jeffrey Bock Custom Cycles
Steve & Marti Bomgaars
Sandy Boone
Janet Boyens
Isaac Brockshus
Richard Brugman
Marcus & Jolene Bruns
Kevin & Ann Burns
Charity Aid Foundation America
Pat & Susie Carr
Tammy & Josh Carr
Jacqueline Christensen
City of Spencer
SHS Class of 1974
SHS Class of 1984
Clay County Community Foundation
Cooper, Eric
Community State Bank Employees 
Jeans Day
Culver, Paul & Tracy
Teri & Richard Danilson
Sheila Davis
Susan De Groot
Lucas De Jong
Tammy Delaney
Mike Dickman and Todd Rydstrom
Mindi Diekhuis
Ashley Dillinger
Carla Dittmer

David & Anita Donaldson
Taylor Doyal
Becky Drummer
John Durham
Kelly Eagle
Cory & Karen Erickson
Megan & Mitch Erickson
Farmers Trust Bank Employees
Deborah Feldman
Jennifer Ferrell
Carrell & Steven Fiala
First Lutheran Church - Milford
Fort Dodge Speech & Drama Booster 
Club
Mary & Tim Frank
James & Marilyn Gale
Curt & Sam Geyer
Brenda Gibbs
William Gibson
Terry & Gale Gruhn
Elizabeth Halverson
Val & Pat Hamilton
Katie Hanson
Carol Hanthorne
Judy Haugland
William Haverkorn
Rebecca Helgeson
Jeff & Shelly Helmink
Tammy & Jim Higgins
Ardis Hinds
Gary & Ann Holck
Tyler & Gayle Holck
Donna Holcomb*
Betsy Holden
Cindy Horn
Stephanie Horsley
Peggy J. Huckfelt
Cassie Hunter
Marla Jacobsen

Mary Jaworski
Gerald & Monica Johannsen
Judy Johnson
Amanda Johnson
Megan Jones
Anita Jorgensen
Debbie Jorgensen 
Kimberly Kacmarynski
Julie Kassel
Katie Kenne
Kristen Kenny
Andrea and Doug Ketcham
Evelyn Klein
Cheri Klemme
Alison Klenken
Elaine M. Klesel
Meryl Kluver Girl Scouts Troop 10382
Karen Kohls
Diana & Wayne Koppen
Mark & Stacey L Lang
Dale & Sandra Langner
Katie Leiding
Michael & Jan Lindstrom
Nancy Lingard
Sona Loomis
Janna Lorenz
Molly Lovin
Beth and Dale Magnuson
Leslie Mallery
Jill Matson
Alice M McDaniel
Erin McGahuey
Amy Meyer
Curt Miller
Kristin Miller
Modern Woodman of America/Adam Gress
LeAnn Monaghan
Kimberly Moyle
David & Becky Muilenburg

Russell & Beth Muilenburg
David Munson
Diana Neidecker
Craig & Denise Nelsen
C.E. Nelson
Jean Newman
Sandi Nielsen
Okoboji 12U baseball team
Pampered Chef/Jody Vulk
Joseph W Pittack
Susan A Poore
Pressed
LaRae Randall
Debra Reiman
Katie Reints
Paul Rekow & Stephanie Johnson
Lisa Riese
River’s Edge Methodist Church
Ruth Rodie
Miranda Runkle
Spencer Community Schools Bus Drivers
Sandra Schatzberg
Bethany Schiefelbein
Peg Schimmer
Lee Vogel & Julie Schmidt
Brittaney Sharp
Jim & Nancy Sieh
Andrew Sikora
Kella Simonin
Scott & Alison Simpson
Skin Joy Med Spa
Smithfield 
Tom & Jan Snyder
Spencer Women of Today
Stanley Family Chiropractic, PC
Mindi Stephenson
Richard Stief
Jeanette Tate
Third Reformed Church

Tamela Timko
Lawrence & Jean Tobin
Todd Tomason
Valero Renewable Fuels
Lisa Van Drunen
Molly Vanderlinden
Merri Kae VanderPloeg
Tom & Holly Wagner
Laura Wakefield
Shirley Wall
Emily A. Waund Revocable Trust
West Monona Comm School District
Charley & Nancy Whittenburg
Kathleen Whittenburg
Karie Young
Young At Heart Publishing/Jodi Adams
Bill Zinn
Donations from Spencer High School 
baseball game

SPENCER COMMUNITY SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
CLASSROOM FLOOD RECOVERY DONORS

YOUR GENEROUS GIVING LAST YEAR PROVIDED:

Harold Kierscht 
Memorial 

Scholarship

Armstrong Twins 
Memorial Nursing 

Scholarship

Mark Schmid 
Memorial 

Scholarship

Readers are Leaders
Scholarship

Growing Futures 
Scholarship

“THEIR FUTURE    IS OUR FUTURE”

THANK YOU to our many donors as well as those who chose to give anonymously.

• Mark Schmid Memorial Scholarship established by his family
• Harold Kierscht Memorial Scholarship established by employees of Denison Drywall & Supply
• Readers Are Leaders Scholarship established by Spencer Reads
• Armstrong Twins Memorial Nursing Scholarship established by their families
• Growing Futures Scholarship established by Jackie and Wesley Christensen and Christensen Feedlot

2023-2024 Foundation Scholarship Recipients

CLAY COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

SMITHFIELD

VALERO RENEWABLE FUELS

STANLEY FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

FLOODED LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL


